
 (1899-1961), born in, Illinois, started his career as a writer in a newspaper office at the age of seventeen. After the United States entered the First World War, he joined a volunteer ambulance unit in the Italian army. Serving at the front, he was wounded, was decorated by the Italian Government, and spent considerable time in hospitals. After his return to the United States, he became a reporter for Canadian and American newspapers  returned to Italy as Journalist.

Hemingway was a very active person and in his works he liked to portray
 soldiers, hunters, bullfighters. His characters are often primitive people whose courage and honesty  contrast with the brutal ways of modern society, and who in the end lose hope and faith
.
His straightforward
 prose, his spare dialogue
, and his predilection for saying thing  simply are typical of  his prose which is known as pure objective writing,

Works:

The Snows of Kilimanjaro, For Whom the Bell Tolls, The Old Man and the Sea, Green Hills of Africa (1935)
 A FAREWELL TO ARMS 

Main Characters: 

· Frederic Henry - An American serving as an ambulance officer in Italy 

· Catherine Barkley - A beautiful English nurse serving in Italy in World War I 

Setting:     Italy and Switzerland during World War I 

Topics:    A tragic love story compared by Hemingway to Romeo and Juliet. The futility of love and war, exposing the false idealism in wartime and the futility and senselessness of war.  

 Style:    First person narrative from Frederic's point of view. 

It is an autobiographical novel and one of his best known works. Hemingway himself was with the Red Cross ambulance corps in Italy and also had a romance with a nurse after he was wounded
 during the First World War. 

His protagonist, Frederic Henry, is a young American who joins the Italian ambulance corps, who is then wounded and sent to a hospital in Milan. He soon falls in love with his English nurse, Catherine Barkley.

They spend a happy summer together. In the autumn, Catherine reveals that she is pregnant
 but refuses to marry Frederic, fearing that she will be sent back to 
 England. After  the retreat from Caporetto, discouraged and disillusioned, Frederic deserts, and goes to Stresa, where Catherine has been transferred. They both  flee
 to Switzerland to await the birth of their child. Unfortunately both Catherine and the child die. Frederic walks away alone in the rain, chastened
 by his experiences and feeling alone in the universe.


Major Themes

In A Farewell to Arms the major theme is  the hopelessness
 of war and the futility of searching for meaning in a wartime setting. Hemingway suggests that the only true values people can stick to
 are in individual human relationships, not in abstract ideas of patriotism or service.

A Farewell to Arms is above all a story of the development of Frederic Henry, who begins as a rather rootless 
character who does not really know why he joined the war. His own wound, however, teaches him to value life and prepares him to enter into a love relationship for the first time in his life.

Hemigway’s message is that war is the inevitable outcome
 of a cruel, senseless
 world.
as the conflict between abstract ideas (like honor and service) and concrete experience with love and death. He suggests that war is nothing more than the dark, murderous extension
 of a world that refuses to acknowledge, protect, or preserve true love.

The tragedy of the novel rests
 in the fact that their love, even when genuine, can never be more than temporary in this world.

CHECK COMPREHENSION:

What do you know about Hemingway’s life?

Can you name some of his major works?

What is “A Farewell to Arms” about?

Who are the main characters?

Is it a happy ending love story?

� ritrarre


� perdono la speranza e la fiducia.


� diretta


� dialoghi essenziali


� ferito


� incinta


� per paura di  essere rimandata in Inghilterra


� fuggono


� distrutto, affranto


� disperazione, assenza di speranza


� aggrapparsi


� senza radici, irrequieto


� risultato


� senza senso


� estensione oscura ed assassina


� risiede





